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request had been made to him for Georges Louis's recall,
and the Ambassador was allowed to return to his post until
the outcry had died down and a more suitable occasion
should occur for his removal.220
This Georges Louis incident is important because it
increased Poincare's distrust of Izvolski, and made him all
the more anxious to get into closer relations with Sazonov
and so keep a more solid hold on the policies of France's
ally. To secure Sazonov's confidence and loyal cooperation
in maintaining solidarity of action on the part of the two
Allied Powers was M. Poincare's great aim henceforth. He
sought to accomplish this in many ways: by visiting Russia
in August, 1912, and in July, 1914; by reiterating that
France was ready to support Russia in case of war; by
backing up Russia's Balkan policies much more actively;
by arranging French loans for Russian military preparations
.against Germany; by strengthening France's own arma-
ments; aad by the ultimate removal of Georges Louis.
By his visit to Russia in August, 1912, M. Poincare did
much to strengthen the bonds between the two allied coun-
tries. He sought to counteract the effect of the Tsar's re-
cent meeting with the Kaiser at Port Baltic, and make
sure that Russia made no further separate arrangements
with Germany after the fashion of the Potsdam Agree-
ments.221 He also wished to clear up and smooth out the
Georges Louis incident,, He discussed with Sazonov,
Kokovtsev, and the Tsar all the chief matters in which
France and Russia had common interests—Asia Minor,
the Chinese loan, the Turco-Italian War, the recent Naval
Convention, the prospect of English cooperation, and the
preparations made by the French and Russian Staffs for
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